ioo            SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

Calf

Calfskin is no exception to the general rule that the skins
of immature animals are soft and wanting in durability.
The early calfskin that has lasted well (fifteenth and six-
teenth century) shows evidence of considerable growth,
and indeed much of it would now be classed as hide.

'Russia', prepared in Russia, should not be used at
all, as its method of manufacture renders it a very poor
binding leather.

All leathers should be free from mineral acids, and
should not be unduly stretched by the leather manu-
facturer or bookbinder.

It is an elementary rule of craft honesty that materials
should look what they are. No leather grained to look
like a skin of a better quality should be used, as, apart
from the fact that such graining by hot plates is very
injurious, the process is, in its nature, a fraudulent one.

Sheepskin should be, frankly, sheepskin, and not
bogus morocco or pigskin.

Cloth should be, frankly, a woven material, and not
ape the qualities of leather.

Each material has a natural characteristic surface and
texture, which a craftsman should respect and make the
most of.

HOW TO GIVE ORDERS FOR BINDING
It is suggested that books for binding should be
separated into classes:
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Those that require to be treated individually and are
worthy of the best hand-work, and whole leather covers.
This class of binding can be decorated or not, as desired.
Those that require individual treatment, but are not
worth quite the best work, and for which half-binding
will be sufficient.